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Welcome to the Year 7 Parent/Carer Engagement Evening 

Please scan the QR code to confirm attendance 

‘Parental support is eight times more important 

in determining a child’s academic success than 

any other factor’

Education Endowment Foundation
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Welcome to Whitchurch High School

How can you as parents/carers support your child in High School? 

• Be involved with school and support when they are completing own 
learning. 

• Communication is key. 

• Send your children to school prepared – equipment, packing their bag.

• Discuss their school day  - reinforce positives around their day.

• Support the school with school policies.

• Encourage after school activities – at least one extra-curricular club.
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Communication is key…

Helping students on 

their learning journey.

- Arbor Parent App

- Email

- Interim Reports

- School Website: 

Interactive CalendarSTUDENTS
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Year 7 Progress Team

Mrs C Robson

Assistant Headteacher 

Years 7-9

Mrs G Salmon

Progress Leader

Mrs E Reid

Assistant Progress Leader

Ms L Price

Wellbeing Officer
Mr D Duncan

Transition Co-ordinator

Mrs L Jones

Progress Assistant
Ms J Stagg

Assistant Progress Leader
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School Day & Extra Curricular Activities

School Day - 8.40am – 3.00pm.

Library open from 8.00am.  

Library open until 4.00pm. 

Extra-curricular clubs
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To be 
successful 

you need to 
be prepared. 
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Help Your Child Prepare Using the Arbor Parent App
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Attendance Matters

Research suggests that 17 

days missed from school in 

one year equates to a full 

GCSE grade less.
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Why Attendance Matters…

Above 97% Less than 6 days absence over the year: excellent attendance. 

Students with this attendance should achieve the best grades they can leading to better prospects for 

work, college or university.

95% School target for all students. Less than 10  days absence in a year. 

Students with this attendance are likely to achieve their target grades and have good opportunities for 

work, college and university.

90% 19 days absence over the year. 

Students with this attendance are missing a month of school per year and may drop an exam grade; 

it will be difficult for them to achieve their best.

85% 29 days absence in a year. These students are missing 6 weeks of school a year. 

It will be very difficult for them to keep up and do their best.

80% Students with this attendance are missing a year of school over the five years of secondary education, 

it will be almost impossible to keep up with work. 

Parents/Carers of students with this level of attendance could be issued with a fixed penalty notice.
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Reporting an Absence

• Please contact the main school office on 02920 629700 and select option 1 to report your 
child’s absence.

• Please remember to leave your child's full name and reason for absence.

• Please do not email members of the progress team to record absence. If they are teaching 
or with another student, they may not be able to pick up the email and inform the 
registration secretary.

• Use the absence line to let school know if your child needs to leave school early for an 
appointment. 
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To support with Attendance…
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Wellbeing Support…
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Wellbeing Support…

• THRIVE

• ELSA

• Talk About (Social interactions, maintaining friendships etc...) 

• I Can Do It (Self-esteem, Anxiety, removing barriers)

• Wellbeing sessions – 1:1 or group sessions.

• Feelings are Funny Things – Schools In Reach workshops.

• Cardiff Family Advice and Support.
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Preparing Students for Life Beyond WHS

The big things do matter, 

but it is the small things that 

make them so.
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Lower school tie – blue/gold.

The school blazer is an optional item and can be worn instead of (or with) the school jumper or cardigan. 

If students choose not to wear a blazer, then the school jumper or cardigan is compulsory. 

NO JEANS, NO LEGGINGS, NO JOGGERS

NO HOODIES – PE HOODIES ONLY TO BE WORN FOR SPORT & FITNESS LESSONS.

Shoes should be plain black and leather – NO TRAINERS worn outside of Sport & Exercise/Games lessons. 

IF STUDENTS HAVE GAMES DURING THE DAY:

Students must wear full uniform to school – even if they have Sport & Exercise/Games P1.

Students are allowed to leave school in Games kit if they have Sport & Exercise/Games P5.

Dress for Success & Show You Belong
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Be on Time – Punctuality Matters

3 lates to any lesson within a week – 30 minutes level 2 detention.

4 or more lates to any lesson within a week – 1 hour extension to the 
school day on a Monday to catch up on lost learning.

Shows 

respect to 

others

Shows 

professionalism

Ensures 

important 

learning is not 

missed 

Life Skill
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Being Ready to Learn

Teach and reinforce 

skills and behaviours for 

life beyond Whitchurch 

High School.
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Learner Engagement – Achievements & Rewards

• Positive Incidents will be given for Good Work, Good Engagement, 100% 
attendance.

• Termly awards – raffle tickets to be given to most improved student, student of the 
week, top achieving student(s) of the week, meeting or exceeding a certain number 
of positive incidents in a term, etc.

• Celebratory breakfasts/lunches - linked to Learning Behaviours.

• SIG and Student Voice work together to develop these further.



Learning For Life Dysgu am Oes

Learner Engagement -  Negative Incidents

Level 2: After school detention – 30 

mins

Level 3: for Defiance or Significant 

Disruption immediate removal to RTR 

Other Level 3’s: Referral to Central 

Friday Detention (1 hour)

Level 4: Referral to Internal Inclusion   

(1 day)

Level 5: Consideration of fixed term 

exclusion
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Support school with achievement and behaviour.
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Support with Accessing School Emails

B26DaviesJ@whitchurch.cardiff.sch.uk 
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Support with Accessing Microsoft Teams
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Support with Accessing Microsoft TeamsUse School Email Address to sign in : 

B26DaviesJ@whitchurch.cardiff.sch.uk 
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Accessing Microsoft Teams – Assignments
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Microsoft Teams – Accessing Resources

Explore files to 

see resources 

uploaded by 

the class 

teacher.
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Microsoft Teams – Accessing Resources

Explore files to see resources 

uploaded by the class teacher.
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Acceptable Use for Mobile Phones & Digital Devices.

• Our acceptable use policy is very clear and easy to follow for pupils and identifies both 
acceptable and unacceptable use.

• Its aim is to create a safe, focused and respectful learning environment where 
technology enhances learning without becoming a distraction. 

• All digital devices must be switched off and stored out of sight for the whole of the 
lesson unless advised to use them by the teacher. This includes the end of the lesson 
when packing away. 

• There are now designated device free zones within the school such as canteens, 
libraries, toilets & changing rooms. These are identifiable with clear signage. 

• Mobile phones will only be allowed in class when their use clearly enhances or 
improves the learning experience. This must be a deliberate and purposeful decision by 
the teacher. 

• For students who do not have access to a mobile phone, laptops will be provided 
during these occasions. 
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Mobile Phones – Parent/Carer Support

Many social media apps have an 

age rating of 13+. 

This relates to data processing 

policies that social media 

companies need to adhere to.

Under the COPPA (Children’s 

Online Privacy Protection Act) 

Law, social media companies are 

prohibited from collecting and 

storing any personal information 

about any persons under the age 

of 13.
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Mobile Phones – Form Groups

Please monitor these groups.
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Why are students taught in mixed ability classes?

• Opportunities - Gives all students exposure and experience to high level teaching 
and learning. 

• There is no evidence that it is detrimental to our top achievers and our GCSE and A 
level results would support this. 

• Allows all students to develop and progress. 

• The whole person – develops social and emotional understanding and greater peer 
relations tend to form. 

• Certain subjects are set in Year 9, 10 and 11 due to the nuance of their subjects, but 
overall WHS operates and fully supports this format of teaching. 

• Universal provision – allows all pupils to engage and progress through the 
curriculum. 
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Reporting – Learning Behaviours

Students can learn behaviours that will lead to greater progress and success 

in school and life which will support them in developing the four core 

purposes of the new curriculum.

LB1: Is an ambitious and purposeful learner

LB2: Takes responsibility for their own learning

LB3: Is able to listen and communicate respectfully

LB4: Is a confident and resilient learner



Learning For Life Dysgu am Oes



Learning For Life Dysgu am Oes

Half Term Monday 26th – Friday 30th October

Inset Day Friday 13th November

Flu Vaccinations – Year 7 Thursday 10th December 
Last Day of Autumn Term Friday 18th December
Christmas Holidays Monday 21st December – Friday 1st January

INSET Day Monday 4th January

Half Term 8th – 12th February
Inclusive Games Week Commencing 15th February
Eisteddfod Thursday 18th February 
Last Day of Spring Term Friday 19th March
Easter Holidays Monday 22nd March – Friday 2nd April
Year 7 Progress Evening 1 Thursday 29th April 3.30pm - 6.30pm - Online
Year 7 Progress Evening 2 Tuesday 4th May 3.30pm - 6.30pm - Online
Year 7-9 Sports Day Week Commencing 24th May
Half Term Monday 31st May – Friday 4th June
Geography Local Fieldwork Week Commencing 14th June
Year 7 – 9 Sports Awards Evening Tuesday 6th July
Last Day of Term Friday 16th July

Key Dates for Year 7
See School Calendar on Website
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whs@whitchurch.cardiff.sch.uk 

WHS Contact Number – 02920 629700 

Year 7 Progress Team - Mrs G Salmon/ Mrs E Reid/Mrs L Jones/Mr D Duncan 

Wellbeing – Ms L Price

Support and Queries

mailto:whs@whitchurch.cardiff.sch.uk
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Thank you for joining us… 

Please remember to scan the 

QR code to confirm your 

attendance
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